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Key Stage 2 Worksheet, The People’s Business – 150 Years of The Co-operative 


Key Stage 2 – The People’s Business – 150 Years of The Co-operative self guided notes
1.  Things It Makes
The Co-operative were proud to sell a wide variety of items. In 1928, The 
Co-operative advertised this variety by creating an ABC poem.

Read through the list of items in the poem. Which of the items seem old fashioned to you? 

Can you change them to something that begins with the same letter that you could find in a shop like The Co-operative today? 

Old fashioned




Replace with

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

The Co-operative are committed to values such as protecting workers’ rights and caring for the environment. Next to your replacement items write a letter from the list below if you think that the issue is relevant to the item.

F  -  Fairtrade

R  -  Made from recycled materials or can be recycled

O  -  Organic

T   -  Tested on animals

A   -  Made from animals who were well-treated
2. Catching The Customer’s Eye
Imagine it’s a wet Monday in November. Redisplay the items in the shop to tempt customers to buy. Hint - what will they most want at this time of year?

Now imagine it’s a sunny Friday in July. How will you change the display?

Design a poster to put in the shop window to tempt customers to spend their money.
(Choose whether it is a wet winter’s day or a hot summer’s day and have a look around the gallery for examples of posters with words and images.)

3. The People’s Business 

When The Co-operative redesigned their advertising, they used different coloured backgrounds for different services. What colour would you choose to represent the following services? Discuss with your group the reasons for your choices.
The Co-operative Food _______________________________
The Co-operative Travel ______________________________
The Co-operative Legal Services _______________________
The Co-operative Pharmacy ___________________________
4. Growing & Buying at Home & Abroad
In 1886, when Queen Victoria was on the throne, Mr Tweedale worked for the 
Co-operative Wholesale Society (CWS). He travelled to Greece to assess the possibility of the CWS selling dried fruit like raisins in the shops in Britain. 
Mr Tweedale went by boat and then travelled overland stopping in many countries on the way, to consider other produce that might be sold in The Co-operative: apples and potatoes from Belgium, wheat from Austria and Hungary, red plums from Germany, corn from Bulgaria and Romania, sugar beet from France and of course, raisins from Greece.

In the 1920s, The Co-operative became one of the first businesses in the UK to produce films. 

· In your group devise a TV advert inspired by Mr Tweedale’s journey and the products he went to find out about. Think about what would make someone want to buy one of the products i.e. raisins from Greece.
You might want to include a slogan, jingle or song (you could rewrite the words to a familiar song). Remember that you can use your bodies and voices to create an atmosphere, background or context.
5. Having Fun Together
The Co-operative provided many opportunities for its employees to enjoy life when they weren’t at work. Looking around the exhibition, how many different sports and clubs can you find? List them below and circle the ones that you would like to do.
6. What’s In a Name?

What do you think are the most important qualities in a friend? (E.g. honesty, loyalty, fun).
The Co-operative named some of its products after the qualities that it considers important; Pioneer Peas, Defiant Radios, Society Sultanas and Integrity Underwear, for example.
If you had a shop, what four things would you like to sell? Name them after the qualities that you think are important in a friend.
1. ___________________________
2. ___________________________
3. ___________________________
4. ___________________________
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